
Agriculture
Royal Kram No. NS/RKM/0112/005 dated January 14, 2012 on Promulgation of Law on Management 
of Pesticide and Agricultural Fertilizer. (L/R/Agr/Khm /2012) (Royal Gazette, Year 12, No. 09, dated 
February 04, 2012). 

On January 14, 2012, the Cambodian legislature promulgated the Law on the Management of 
Pesticides and Agricultural Fertilizer, which contains 12 Chapter and 119 Articles and provides 
regulations for the use of pesticides and fertilizer by agricultural producers. Th e Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery (MAFF) is in charge of regulating agriculture.  

Pesticide and agricultural fertilizer registration certifi cate

Th ose seeking entry into the agricultural sector must apply for a pesticide registration certifi cate 
(Plentiful Registration and Permanent Registration) and agricultural fertilizer registration certifi cate 
from the MAFF. Th ese certifi cates are valid for period of three years from the date of registration 
and can be renewed. Th e Law also governs patent protection rights for pesticides and agricultural 
fertilizer, which are legally registered. Th e pesticide protection period is 8 years and the agricultural 
fertilizer protection period is 5 years from the date of registration. 

Management of pesticide and agricultural fertilizer for purpose of business 

Th ose who seek to pursue the import-export, distribution, packaging, and other trade in pesticides 
or agricultural fertilizer in Cambodia must apply for an approval letter from the MAFF granting a 
license for specifi c activities.  

Advertising of pesticide and agricultural fertilizer

Individuals and businesses in the pesticide and fertilizer trade may advertise their products if they 
have an approval letter from MAFF, and abide by the other provisions of this law regulating the 
advertising of such products. 

Rights of legal person and legal entity

Individuals and businesses possessing a certifi cate and approval letter in accordance with this law 
may transfer such rights to a third party aft er obtaining an approval letter from MAFF. Th e transferee 
must respect the requirements of the law as noted in Article 77.  

Rights of action 

Individuals and businesses may appeal decisions by the agricultural fertilizer and pesticide inspection 
offi  cial by fi ling a complaint within 30 days of such decision to the MAFF. Th e MAFF must decide on 
a complaint within 45 days of submission of the complaint. If that decision aff ects their rights under 
the law, they may fi le a complaint with the court. 

Penalty 

Th is law also provides penalties for violations, such as revoking or suspending the certifi cate and 
approval letter as well as fi nes and/or imprisonment under Article 101. 
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Decision No. 71 (RGC) dated November 20, 2009 on the Organization of Cambodia Working Group 
for Combating Human Traffi  cking along Mekong Great Sub-Region (L&R/Lgp/2009/Khm) (Ogs, 
Year 09, No. 87, November 27, 2009)

Th is Decision creates a Cambodian Task Force, abbreviated as COMMIT, which combats human 
traffi  cking along the Mekong Greater Sub-Region.  Th e task force cooperates with the UN to also 
combat human traffi  cking in other regions of Southeast Asia, and to facilitate all national and local 
activities related to human traffi  cking and migrant issues. 

Th is COMMIT Task Force has a permanent secretariat in the Department General of Social 
Development, in the Ministry of Women’s Aff airs, and it also has the right to use the Ministry’s stamp. 

Education
Prakas No. 2786 (MoEYS) dated October 22,2009 on the Internal Regulations for General Public 
Education Schools (L&R/Edc/2009/Khm) (Ogs, Year 09, No. 83 , November 12, 2009)

Th is Prakas regulates the public general educational system regarding security, order, discipline, and 
morality in order to enhance the quality and effi  ciency of education. Th is Prakas also determines 
the criteria for admission, dress, hygiene, and conduct standards for students, study conditions, 
and communication among educational establishments, parents, and communities. Th e criteria for 
admission discuss school entrance, the formalities of school admission, and the school entrance 
permission. Students are expected to adhere to standards of dress, hygiene, and conduct, and rules 
regarding the recital of the national anthem and participation in school activities.

Th e section on study conditions pertains to asking permission, absence and penalty for absence, 
scoring, passing, and grade level repetition. Any student who is absent in excess of 55 times without 
permission, that student will be absolutely expelled from the list of the educational establishment. 

Th e section on the communication among educational establishments, parents, and communities 
discusses danger-health and safety protection, as well as the school year and hours of study.

International Agreements
Royal Kram NS/RKM/1009/018 dated October 22, 2009 on the promulgation of the law on ratifi cation 
of the Agreement on Trade and Service of the Agreement on Broad Economic Cooperation between 
ASEAN and People’s Republic of China (L&R/Ina/2009/Khm)

Th is law was adopted by the National Assembly on 16 October, 2009, recalling that ASEAN and 
the Republic of China signed this framework agreement on 04 November, 2002, in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia. Th e agreement is composed of four chapters and 33 articles ranging from defi nitions 
to its extent to other provisions. Th e agreement promotes trade and service between ASEAN and 
the People’s Republic of China. Th e parties shall have discussion and mutual agreement on its 
incorporation within the trade and service sectors in order to enhance capacity, effi  ciency, and local 
competition.

Royal Kram NS/RKM/1009/019 dated October 22, 2009 on the Promulgating on Ratifi cation of 
the Agreement on Broad Economic Partnership between ASEAN and Japan. (L&R/Ina/2009/Khm) 
(Ogs, Year 09, No 81, November 04, 2009)

Th is agreement is an addendum to a joint declaration made in Phnom Penh on November 05, 2002, 
on the broad economic partnership between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
and Japan. Th e agreement aims to liberalize and facilitate trade in goods and services between 
the parties; improve investment opportunity by guaranteeing protection to the investment and 
investment activities of the party states; and create the framework for boosting economic cooperation 
between the parties.
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Banking
Prakas No. B.7.011.241 (NBC) dated December 27, 2011 on Financial Lease Business. (L/R/Bank/
Khm&Eng/2012) (Royal Gazette, Year 12, No. 10, dated February 08, 2012). 

On December 27, 2011, the National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) Governor issued a Prakas on the 
fi nancial leasing business. Th e purpose of this Prakas is to set up, promote and develop the fi nancial 
leasing industry by providing guidance for fi nancial leasing business operators in Cambodia. A bank 
can off er leasing services as part of its banking operations as defi ned in Article 2.1 of the Law on 
Banking and Financial Institutions (1999) and Article 34 of the Law on Financial Leases (2009). 
Th ese provisions also apply to Commercial banks, Specialized Banks and Microfi nance institutions. 
According to the Prakas, a fi nancial lease refers to a lease for an initial non-cancelable term of a 
year or more, in which the lessee specifi es movable property and selects the supplier without relying 
primarily on the skill and judgment of the lessor. Further, the movable property must be acquired by 
the lessor by means of a fi nancial lease agreement for leasing to the lessee. Th e Prakas also outlines 
conditions that leasing institutions must comply with in order to off er fi nancial leasing services. 
Banks must obtain approval from the NBC by demonstrating compliance with the requirements 
defi ned in Article 4 of the Prakas. Other institutions intending to provide or providing fi nancial 
lease products must apply for a license from the NBC. Specifi c requirements for the application for a 
license will be determined in another Prakas. 

Prakas No. B.7.011.242 (NBC) dated December 27, 2011 on Licensing of Financial Lease Campanies. 
(L/R/Bank/Khm&Eng/2012) (Royal Gazette, Year 12, No. 10, dated February 08, 2012).

On December 27, 2011, the National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) Governor issued a Prakas on the 
licensing of fi nancial lease companies. According to this Prakas, fi nancial lease companies are 
defi ned as institutions solely engaged in the fi nancial lease business with a minimum registered paid 
up capital of 200,000,000 Riel.

According to this Prakas, any natural or legal person who off ers fi nancial leasing services must hold a 
license issued by the NBC. Th e Prakas details the required documentation for the license application 
as well as the costs and fees involved in this process. Th e license is valid for 5 years from the approval 
date and renewable by fi ling a request. Th e Prakas also provides rules concerning capital deposit 
and reporting obligations. It also contains provisions regarding the shareholding structure and 
governance of fi nancial leasing companies as well as sanctions for non- compliance, which include 
from restrictions on operation and fi nes. Th e Prakas provides for a six-month grace period for any 
person or company engaged in the fi nancial lease business without a license to apply for a license 
from the NBC.

Prakas No. B.7.011.243 (NBC) dated December 27, 2011 on Transparency in Credit Services of 
Bank and Financial Institutions. (L/R/Bank/Khm&Eng/2012) (Royal Gazette, Year 12, No. 10, dated 
February 08, 2012).

On December 27, 2011, the National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) Governor issued a Prakas on 
transparency in credit services of banks and fi nancial institutions. Its aim is to make sure that 
advertising and terms used for advertisements by the banks and fi nancial institutions are fair, clear 
and not misleading, and that customers are given clear information about products and services 
before, during and aft er receiving credit services. It also guarantees that customers shall be informed 
in advance about changes to the interest rates, charges or terms and conditions. Finally, customer 
information shall be treated as private and confi dential. Banks and fi nancial institutions shall provide 
secure and reliable core banking and payment systems.

Quality Standard
Prakas No. 068 (MIME) dated January 24, 2012 on Adjustment of the Products Registration 
Procedure. (L/R/Ind-Min&Eng/Khm/2012) (Royal Gazette, Year 12, dated No. 09, dated February 
04, 2012). 

Th is Prakas applies to factories and handicraft s. In addition to the obligation to apply for an 
establishment and operation license, this Prakas stipulates a new obligation to register factory and 
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handicraft  products for a registration listing number, which must be listed on every product. Th e 
registration listing number is valid for a period of 3 years, consistent with the validity period of the 
operation license. Th e registration listing number can be applied for in the capital or provinces at 
Industry, Mine and Energy bureaus, at the one-stop service offi  ce of the capital or provinces, or at the 
one-stop service offi  ce of the General Department of Industry.

Tourism
Instructive Circular No. 01 (RGC) dated February 03, 2012 on Development of the Beach Areas of 
the Kingdom of Cambodia. (L/R/Tour/Khm/2012) (Royal Gazette, Year 12, No. 11, dated February 
12, 2012).  

Th is Instructive Circular defi nes certain Cambodian Beach Areas as Public Use Areas, and 
classifi es it as State Public Land. However, it also provides rules for use of beach areas for purpose 
of development and living. All development projects (including the beach areas and islands) must 
respect the master plan concerning the use of land, which was issued by the Ministry of Management 
of Land and Urban Planning (MMLUP) as well as international rules concerning environmentally-
protected land. If the master plan of the Ministry of Management of Land, Urban Planning is not 
applicable to plots that otherwise fall under this law, the local authorities shall apply for a land use 
plan from the MMLUP and other relevant Ministries before commencing any development projects. 

Th is Instructive Circular is not retroactive and is not related to the International Convention on 
Maritime Law (1982).

 

port Tax Rates for some Products. (R/L/Cus&Im-Ex/Khm/2011) 
(Royal Gazette, Year 11, No. 92, dated December 15, 2011).

• This Sub-decree modifies the tax rates on sosme import products 
of 22 tariff lines of Cambodian Customs Tariffs as below:

• - To increase the tax rate from 0% to 7% amount 3 tariff lines 
for goods within the lines Nos. 7209.90.10     7209.90.90 and 
8523.52.00

• - To reduce the tax rate from 15% to 7% amount 4 tariff 
lines for goods within the lines Nos. 7210.41.10     7210.41.20        
7210.41.90  and 8517.70.21

• -  To reduce the tax rate from 7% to 0% amount 
15 tariff lines for goods within the lines Nos. 
7408.11.00  7408.19.00  7408.21.00  7408.22.00 
7408.29.00                      7505.11.00                  7505.12.00  
7505.21.00  7505.22.00 7605.11.00

•    7605.19.10   7605.19.90  7605.21.00  7605.29.10 
and 7605.29.90

• This Prakas takes effect on 1 January 2012.
• 4. Prakas No. 779 (MEF) dated October 11, 2011 on Additional 

Tax Incentive for Rice Plantations, whole-Purchase of Rice and 
Production of Rices for exportation. (R/L/Tax/ Khm/ 2011) (Royal 
Gazette, Year 11, No. 89, dated December 04, 2011).  

• 
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